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London. It is said that they brought with them the stock of
the actual plum trees which now bloom between Sandwich
and Canterbury. The church registers show many Flemish
and Dutch names and by 1643 there were a sufficient num-
ber of them to hold a separate service in St. Clement's
Church for whieh they paid 408. a year. This community
was assisted by the Dutch Church of St. Austin Friars in
London,

As might, be expected Sandwich became very Puritan in
tone and during the reign of Charles I, two shiploads of Puri-
tan emigrants left Sandwich for New KnglamL The town,
however, was not sufficiently important to play much part in
the Civil War, though it sent a troop of horse to fight for Parlia-
ment. It was off Sandwich that Blake won the Battle of the
Downs in 1652, against the Dutch, but Sandwich ships no longer
fought in the navy. The last royal visit to the town was that
of Charles II and Catherine of Bragan^a, an occasion which
is commemorated by portraits of the King, Queen and the
Duke of York, and also very interesting panels depicting the
royal processions, which now hang on the walls of the Court
House,

The eighteenth century left little mark upon the town.
Most of its trades had now declined, save that of smuggling
and the only sign of the former importance of the wine trade
of the town was the exceptional number of its inns, Sand-
wich to-day still retains the appearance of a medieval town
although to the south and west the landscape is marred by
recent building. Until after the war it also preserved a certain
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